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Farm Families Reminded of October 31° Deadline

FARM FAMILIES REMINDED TO APPLY FOR OPTIONS BEFORE OCTOBER 31st

Brad would like to issue a reminder that farm families have until October 31st to
sign up for the Canadian Farm Families Options program (Options).

The Options program provides income support as well as business assessment and
skills development assistance to low-income farm families who are most in need.
Options is a pilot program, with a federal commitment of $550 million.

Response to the program has been positive. As of October 8th, the administration
has received almost 5000 applications. Cheques totalling over $30 million have been
sent to producers and the average payment is $10,580.

The Canadian Farm Families Options Program:

e Provides immediate short-term income support to low income farm families.
Eligible applicants receive a payment based on their 2005 income tax return,
that brings them up to a maximum income of $25,000 for families and
$15,000 for individuals if they have a commercial farm.

e Helps low income farm families explore options to raise their on or off-farm
income for the future. Applicants must commit to use business assessment or
skills development programs.

Applicants must be actively farming in 2006. Application forms are available on the
Options program Website (www.agr.gc.ca/options).

Applicants may download or print a PDF version of the Form and Guide, or call 1-
866-367-8506 to receive a form by mail. The form and guide will be mailed within 24
hours of receiving the request.

The online form used to request an Options Form and Guide is currently unavailable
due to technical difficulties. Online request forms sent prior to September 15 have
not been received.



If you have any further questions about the program please contact our office:

Telephone: (306) 975-6133
Fax: (306) 975-6670

Email: bradtrost@sasktel.net
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